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EAST END 2017 
STREET ARTISTS 
 
 
01. JAMES PLACE
Artist: Ella aka InkAndRubyStudios

Ella Simpson is an Adelaide based artist and sign 
writer under the name of InkAndRubyStudios. 
Inspired by bold colour and fashion design, 
Ella’s works are raw, beautiful, vulnerable, 
and feminine. Her latest works move towards 
abstract pieces, focusing on fluid lines, more 
subtle pastel colours, and organic shapes.

The James Place mural was commissioned with 
the support of Adelaide City Council, Adelaide 
White Ribbon Breakfast Committee and the 
Adelaide Fringe Street Art Explosion. It aims to 
brighten the space, as well as raise awareness 
about women’s safety, gender equality and 
bystander intervention. The mural encourages 
people to think, and talk, about their role in 
contributing to safe public spaces for women. 

 
02. CHESSER LANE
Artists: James Cochran AKA Jimmy C, Seb 
Humphreys (Order 55), Elizabeth Close, 
Mimby Jones Robinson, Aurelia Carbone

James Cochran, aka Jimmy C, played a key role 
in the development of the underground graffiti 
movement in Australia during the early 1990’s. The 
development of his signature aerosol pointillist 
style was a result of his interests in graffiti and 
oil painting converging; resulting in portraits or 
urban landscapes painted entirely from dots and 
dashes of spray paint. Cochran now lives in London 
and his work can be found worldwide, including 
the David Bowie mural in Brixton, London.

Seb (Order 55) is an Adelaide based graffiti artist 
with 15 years of experience, specialising in large 
scale mural projects. He has always been intrigued 
by the relationship between geometric forms and 
the growth patterns within nature, and attempts 
to find an aesthetic balance between the two is 
the basis for his work. Seb Humphreys took on the 

moniker ‘Order’ in 2000, as his journey of style 
development originated with letter experimentation 
and the integration of subtle and complex forms 
tied to the name Order. Bringing vibrant life to 
urban environments, Seb’s aerosol murals transform 
boring, ugly walls into spaces filled with fun, 
colour and vitality. Many of his graffiti-inspired 
murals focus on different ways of representing 
nature and its complexities, showing us new 
ways of looking at our world with each work.

Elizabeth Close is an Anangu woman from the 
Pitjantjatjara and Yankunytjatjara language 
groups. She completed her studies in Adelaide 
before moving to the APY lands where she was 
able reconnect with family that was fractured 
by the Stolen Generation. Her artwork is a 
reflection of her lived experience as an Aboriginal 
woman and reflects the journey of rediscovery 
and reconnection with her Aboriginality.

Mimby Jones Robinson is an Adelaide street 
artist specialising in large scale colourful 
murals. She has been creating street art for over 
5 years in the U.K., Vic and SA. MJR has been 
featured in the top 40 Australian street artists 
in the 2017 street art Melbourne book, and her 
mission in life is to bring as much colour to the 
world as possible through her vibrant art.

Aurelia Carbone is an Australian visual artist 
working predominantly with site-specific installation 
and traditional photographic processes - but 
she has an even longer secret history of making 
stemming from the remnants box at Grandma’s 
House. Her practice investigates the nebulous 
relationship between the real and the imagined.

 
03. CHESSER STREET LANEWAY
Artist: Toy Soldiers Crew

Toy Soldiers Crew was founded by Federico 
‘ROCK’ Roldan, who is also known under various 
other aliases. He has been painting for 17yrs both 
legally and illegally in Australia and around the 
world. He grew up south of Adelaide and was 
inspired by catching the Noarlunga train line 
to school and seeing all the cool artwork along 
the tracksides. He was always interested in art, 

but those train rides were where the passion 
evolved from – and evolve it did, into a full 
blown graffiti career spanning over 10 years. 

In 2008, ROCK started a group of artists called 
the TOY SOLDIERS with two friends. It started 
off as a group of guys going around asking 
to paint walls in the city, most of the time just 
doing it for free, (if they were lucky the owners 
would pay for the paint). It was really the start of 
the street art scene here in Adelaide which later 
boomed into fully funded council organized 
events that later didn’t really involve them.

 
04. ROLLER DOOR
Artist: SYNC 

Sync was born and raised in Adelaide, South 
Australia. At the beginning of Sync’s artistic career 
he was heavily into doing sticker art. He started 
doing stencils in 1996 in Adelaide to help himself 
mass-produce stickers, and spent some years solely 
creating stickers and taking them out to the streets. 
It wasn’t until 2003 that Sync started making multi-
layered stencils. While in Melbourne Sync became 
a member of the world famous Everfresh Studio.

Sync was included in “Space Invaders”, an 
exhibition of renowned and respected Australian 
street artists, which showed at the National 
Gallery of Australia. The works now form 
part of the NGA’s own collection and toured 
nationally over the following two years.

 
05. JR’S SURF & SKI
Artist: Koven

Koven has been tagging structures and walls 
in Adelaide since the mid 2000s, after being 
influenced by people he met while spending time 
in Melbourne. His real identity is kept a secret, due 
to the illegal nature of the work he does, however 
he is perhaps one of Adelaide’s most recognised 
writers. This is thanks to his large-scale roll-ups - 
graffiti painted on the side of buildings, often with 
rollers. In more recent years, Koven has been seen 
around the city in the form of smaller stickers on 
street lights, stobie polls, poster walls and pubs.
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He prefers the high-profile roll ups for the 
recognition that they bring, but hasn’t completed 
one since 2013. He enjoys appealing to a 
large audience, rather than the fringe culture 
recognition that comes from small stickers. 

 
06. TWIN STREET
Artist: Vans the Omega

As one of Australia’s most influential street 
artists, Vans the Omega is often credited as 
a pioneer of both the local and international 
graffiti scene. However, despite his godfather 
status within the industry, Vans is an extremely 
grounded person. Radiating positivity, his 
mission in life is simply to better himself as a 
person and as an artist, which are by no means 
mutually exclusive, with what has been given.

Based mostly, but not always, in Adelaide, Vans 
the Omega has been creating and paining for 
more than two decades. His influences include 
architecture, ancient scripts, engineering, nature, 
as well as the idea of movement and balance. 
He has experience in a number of disciplines, 
including design, photography, and clothing, 
and used all his influence to create works that 
continue to push the boundaries and satisfy his 
desire to reinvent and perfect his craft. Today 
Vans is renowned for his diverse use of mediums, 
colour palettes and styles including portraiture, 
geometric pattern and traditional graffiti lettering.

The Twin Street mural was commissioned by  
Rundle Mall Authority.

“My aim is to creative an artwork that is a 
window into an amazingly colourful and 
inspiring place which has an out of worldly 
feel to help transform Twin Street and 
invigorate local patrons and business through 
creativity and energy.” – Vans the Omega

 
07. GRUNDY’S SHOES
Artist: Seb Humphreys (Order55)

For Seb (Order55)’s bio -  see #1

 
08. THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE 
Artist: Nish Cash and Allan Summer 

Nish Cash is a graffiti artist based in Melbourne. 
She got involved in the street art subculture when 
she was in high school, starting with photographing 
pieces, sketching, and devouring any media – from 
TV to magazines – in her words: ‘I wanted to study 
graffiti like it was my life’s lesson.’ Her style is a 
hybrid of 3D and 2D, keeping a flow and creating 
movement with both characters and letters. She 
draws inspiration from everywhere and everyone. 
She has worked in many remote and regional 
communities and work with many you indigenous 
and non indigenous students, and says that the 
greatest gift in teaching these workshops is the 
way kids approach it with an untainted mind. ‘Spray 
paint is relatively new but Aboriginal culture is over 
40,000 years old and to translate ancient stories 
and images with the use of a new medium has been 
a focal point in my work out in communities’. 

Allan Summer is an accomplished South Australian 
artist, and is descendent of 3 Aboriginal peoples: 
the Ngarrindjeri people, the Kaurna people and 
the Yankunytjatjara people. He has been painting 
for 15 years, developing his contemporary 

style of the last 5 years. He is passionate about 
his culture and his people, and in particular is 
passionate about learning the stories that have 
been passed down through generations by elders. 
He utilizes bright, earthy tones and cooler ocean 
colours, blending dot work into different patterns, 
evoking a mesmerising type of movement. 

 
09. RHINO ROOM
Artist: Makatron / M Tron

Mike Maka is a painter who works in a variety of 
media mainly on walls, canvas and illustration on 
paper. He has travelled and created work around 
the world, painting the Berlin Wall to the River 
Ganges. At 20, he received a scholarship to study 
art in New York, which lead to working as a bike 
messenger for 10 years in 10 cities, and leaving his 
mark on many walls.  An active member of Everfresh 
Studio since 2006, Mike has exhibited extensively 
through Australia as well as group shows in Brazil, 
Japan, Miami and New York,  and has works in 
private and public collections locally and abroad, 
including aquisitions by the National Gallery of 
Australia, Canberra. His work is preoccupied with 
the interface between man, beast and machine. 

 
10. FROME STREET -  
DAUBIST MURAL #1
Artist: Carol Ruff, Barbary O’Brien (1984), 
updated by Driller Jet Armstrong and  
David Bromley (1991) 

Frome Street – Daubist Mural #1 is unique, a 
result of 4 artists over 14 years. The original 
piece was created in 1984 by Carol Ruff and 
Barbary O’Brien, and featured the old man, and 
a child on a bicycle, said to be expressing the ties 
between the older and younger generations. 

Fast forward to 1991, when Driller Jet Armstrong 
and David Bromley ‘daubed’ this well-known 
mural in the 1990’s – the act of using an existing 
work to create something new and refreshed. 
Armstrong designed a new mural around the 
existing piece, creating a mural that is at once a 
dreamlike, abstract and surreal vision of space, the 
world, and the passing of time, and arguable one of 
the most famous pieces in Adelaide. The Daubist 
movement started a conversation in Australia 
about copyrights, appropriation and authenticity. 

Armstrong was taken to court by another artist 
whose work he had ‘daubed’, Charles Bannon 
– who argued that these new pieces were not 
true and original artwork. The case was settled, 
but led to The Copyright Amendment (Moral 
Rights) Act being introduced in 2000. 

 
11. SYM CHOON LANE
Artist: Be Friendly (Matt Stuckey) 

Matthew Stuckey is an artist, designer and 
curator working primarily in Adelaide, Australia, 
and has been working as an illustrator and 
freelance designer for ten years. His moniker ‘Be 
Friendly’ originated from a phrase on a sticker he 
distributed whilst backpacking in 2005 – “Please 
Be Friendly”.  Besides his commercial work, Matt 
has exhibited and produced public artworks 
locally, interstate and internationally. His work 
crosses disciplines fluidly and is increasingly 
focused on transforming built spaces.

Matt is also heavily involved in creative community 
building, as the founder of the live art event 
coolMART; a contributor for Merge, Collect, 
Adelaide and CityMag magazines; inaugural 
curator of Gallery on Waymouth, co-organiser 
of Street Dreams 2012, IDC Design Review Panel 
member, co-organiser of Oi You Adelaide – plus 
other random events. Matt can accommodate 
one or two mentees on a specific project full 
time for a week or two and he would be happy to 
meet up once a month over a six month period.

 
12. PENNY UNIVERSITY
Artist: Cam Kerr

We couldn’t find any information on Cam Kerr – if 
you happen to have any information about him, 
please get in contact and we’ll add it to this section!

 
13. EXETER HOTEL
Artist: Jimmy C

For Jimmy C’s bio -  see #1

 
14. SUGAR LANE
Artist: Vans the Omega

For Vans the Omega’s bio -  see #1

 
15. FRANK’S LANE
Artist: Nick Phillips

Nick Phillips studied Fine Art Sculpture at 
Sheffield Polytechnic (Sheffield Hallam University), 
and founded The Designers Republic, gaining 
worldwide acclaim for graphic design. He was 
head artist at Sony Leeds, winning a Bafta for 
the Playstation Wip3out racing game. Nick 
is currently a freelance graphic designer/
artist working for various high profile clients 
including: Adelaide Fringe, Richard Hawley, The 
Magic Numbers, Vodafone & Jack Daniels.

The Frank’s Lane piece was commissioned for 
Street Art Explosion in 2016. Nick was given the 
brief to reflect the colour and character of the 
East End, and worked with the famous Frank the 
Barber who has been in the East End for 60 years. 

 
16. EAST END PLANTER BOXES
Artist: Casey Zachef

We couldn’t find any information on Casey Zachef 
– if you happen to have any information about him, 
please get in contact and we’ll add it to this section!

 
17. CROWN AND ANCHOR
Artist: Unknown

We couldn’t find any information on this piece 
or the artist who created it – if you happen to 
have any information about them, please get 
in contact and we’ll add it to this section!


